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What The Good Schools Guide says
Headmaster

Since 2023, Jonathan Wadge. Educated at King's Ely Prep where he was a chorister,
Haileybury College and Durham (theology), then PGCE from Oxford and NPQH from UCL.
Formerly head at Woodford Green Prep, deputy head at St Albans High School for Girls and
senior leader at Portsmouth Grammar School Junior School. Took the helm at a moment of
inflexion for this well-established prep, barely enough time to get his feet under the table
before announcing its (inevitable, in the current climate) co-educational future and —
somewhat |ess predictably — merger with Habs'. Parents have faith in his ability to navigate
the future with pupils at heart: ‘ He seems more about the children than the commercials —
knows them all by name and isinvested in the school community.’

Despite parents being blindsided by both announcements (many had been sold the dream of
an all-boys education by former head), the ship appears steady under his optimistic and
energetic leadership. ‘No question is off limits for parents,” he assured us, and parents we
talked to certainly appreciate his relaxed and candid persona.

Not afraid of getting stuck in; several parents mentioned him dressing up as Fantastic Mr Fox
on World Book Day. Laser focused on outcomes, academic and pastoral. ‘ Grades have to be
agiven,” he says. ‘ Success doesn’t happen by accident; they have to be match ready at 11-
plus.” He's not running a hothouse, though. ‘We try to keep parents calm on tutoring — young
people now need empathy and kindness as well as results and important decisions are all
made with the child at heart.’

Triathlete, MAMIL (‘before it became athing’) and lover of the outdoors, also enjoys ‘ good
coffee’ and The Rest is History podcast when time allows. Married with ayoung daughter.

Entrance

Now co-ed from nursery. First girlsinto reception in September 2026, making up almost a
third of the year group. School has retained healthy numbersin atough market thanks to their
arrival and, felt parents, new Habs' connection — although some year groups lower down the
school are slightly smaller than usual. Gently selective, with informal ‘fun’ assessments for
reception class candidates comprising play, puzzles, chat and a drawing task, and pupils
joining in older year groups invited for ataster day and testsin literacy and numeracy. Two
forms throughout, with years 7 and 8 split into three smaller classes, including a scholarship
Set.



Exit

With the London secondary landscape shifting towards 11+ entry, around 70 per cent leave at
the end of year 6 for arange of destinations. Lion’s shareto St Albans, around 10 most years
to Habs' and numbersto Haileybury and Aldenham. Fewer to Merchant Taylors', St
Columba’s, St Edmund’s. Mill Hill and St Margaret’ s plus state including Dame Alice Owen,
Richard Hale and Latymer. Eight scholarshipsin 2025.

Isit aone-way street to Habs now? ‘ Parental choiceis still the priority,” says head. There
will be preferential routes, however, for ‘ suitable candidates', identified viainternal academic
data gathered from year 3. Unconditional offers will be made on head’ s recommendation,
although pupils will still take entrance exams for setting and scholarships. * Conditional’
candidates guaranteed an interview regardless of performance in entrance assessments.

Our view

Tucked away behind gatesin aresidential part of Potters Bar, parents seeking a‘calm,
nurturing environment with minimal disruption to learning’ — as one described L ochinver
House — will find exactly what they’ re looking for. Although unlikely to win any beauty
contests, this ‘fantastic, nurturing and very, very relational’ environment boasts an eight-and-
a-half-acre site jam-packed with al mod cons and Tardis-like outdoor space. Biggest change
since our last visit isthe arrival of girls (‘ The transition was managed really well; there's a
working group of girl parents, regular meetings and really good comms,” we heard). Our year
4 tour guide endorsed the move, earnestly assuring us that ‘ boys work better alongside girls'.
Noted. Parents' response to recent changes has been pragmatic - an advantage of a down-to-
earth, mostly dual-income cohort who understand market forces and business decisions,
perhaps? ‘I’ d rather have a co-ed school than no school,’” said one.

Pre-prep smart, busy and purposeful, with cosy library, walls festooned with handwriting
displays and artwork. An undercover outdoor learning and messy play area hasits own
perimeter ‘road’ to stimulate little imaginations and ‘ Little Lochies’ have their own garden
for digging, planting and stories outdoors.

Breaks spent in the adventure playground or, higher up the school, on either the concrete
central play zone or the vast Astroturf used for games and cricket (A and B teams practise
elsewhere to spare nearby windows). Sports facilities are the main site, pitches across the
road and Furzfield Leisure Centre which is used for swimming lessons. There' s afull-sized
sports hall for PE plus activities such as basketbal| and Futsal. Parents praised the outdoor
provision with adventure playground — * great for gross motor skill development’ — pond,
nature area and Forest School, where we spotted tiny pupils foraging.

A solid set of specialist spaces enhances academic offer: a proper theatre (workshop with
giant inflatable T-Rex was happening on the day of our visit), bright art studio and DT labs
with creative projects such as Picasso inspired T-shirts and handmade kites on display.
Science is serious, hands-on stuff in labs (think dissections of sheep hearts and
demonstrations on the lungs of  Smoky Sue’ to show perils of tobacco). Our guide proudly
showed us his‘Diary of a Cheese Sandwich’ homework, part of the digestion module. Year 5
sees pupils proudly receiving their Bunsen burner license. Topics such as human



reproduction covered in a matter-of-fact fashion: ‘ This is a safe space to ask any questions,’
said teacher.

Academics ‘very, very bespoke', say parents. ‘ There’ sthe right level of push, whilst also
giving opportunities to develop confidence.” Maths streamed from year 3 but pupils are
‘challenged, even from reception’, say parents. Mature and long-standing members of the
staffroom still keep things fresh; most are specialist in their subject and there's ‘ no death by
English and maths'. Parents felt that learning becomes desk based quite quickly, also that
homework expectation is high by year 3; such is the nature of easing leaversinto top schools,
we thought. All agreed, though, that every teacher knows and understands every child
intimately: “When you go to parents’ evening, they know children so well they don’t need
notes. Y ou can't fake that!’

The learning support department works across SEND and pastoral care from its cosy space,
equipped with games, books and a particularly lifelike plush puppy, much stroked by passers-
by. A child support worker ensures mental health is part of the picture and there’ s a dedicated
wellbeing room for social interaction groups and sensitive meetings with parents. All pupils
screened in year 4 with around 15 per cent across the school receiving intervention, those
with diagnoses provided with ‘ passports shared with their teachers. One-to-one support and
small group lessons offered for maths, spellings, writing and comprehension are covered by
fees and taken by atrained TA. An OT visits twice aweek to support with eg development of
motor skills and a speech and language therapist is aregular peripatetic. Team experienced
with mild to moderate SpLDs, ASD, mild ADHD and visual impairment. Site, with all its
steps and stairs, wouldn't be suitable for children with limited mobility. Parents describe
provision as ‘ so supportive’, even down to arranging Teams calls with classes for pupils
absent from school with long-termillness. All staff can attend drop-in training sessions on
adaptive teaching and parents are invited to termly SEND coffee mornings.

Pastoral care isthe cherry on top, having seen real improvement in recent years, according to
parents. Pupils are chatty and at ease with themselves and each other, far from cookie-cutter
in their appearance; individuality in evidence across uniforms and hairstyles. Our tour guides
chatted unabashed about hobbies running the gamut from rugby to knitting — the knitter in the
group dashing off to proudly show us his (impressive) scarf project. On aformal level, there
are eight mental health first-aiders on the staff and awareness and support are ingrained into
everyday life. ‘Friendology’ training provides pupils with the language they need to help
them navigate friendship issues kindly.

Parents appreciate personal development at touch points throughout the day. ‘ Every class
teacher eats lunch with children, modelling manners and conversation,” said one. Morning
break is 35 minutes to give everyone chance for a proper reset and there's no forcing
everyone outside at lunchtimes, either. Pupils can access most areas of the school, meaning
they can go to aclub, hang out in the library and play chess, go to the mindfulness centre or
trim trail or have akick-about on the Astro. New head of PSHE has upweighted curriculum,
with two weekly sessions and topics, eg ‘ Healthy M€’ integrated into subjects. Pupils get a
sense of pride through their roles and responsibilities, now introduced lower down the school
with vice house captains chosen on rotation in year 2; even the youngest are now in a house
and feel part of the bigger picture. Blazers weighed down by badges for behaviour,
achievement and belonging; when they show a school ‘value' they get atoken — 10 tokensis



rewarded with avisit to head.

‘A very active school,” say parents. Three sports sessions per week with loads of ‘really
tailored’ options, spanning fencing to football, on a carousel in groups of 10. Aswith all
things Lochinver, parents said that connection with games staff is ‘wonderful’ and ‘they
really know how to unlock every child stalent’, relationships moving ailmost to peer level
once they reach the top two years. ‘My older son loves coming back to visit his coaches.’

Doesn’'t breed one-trick ponies; ‘ Pupils don’t need to choose between sport and music,” says
head, ‘ They can do both.” Lucky then, that the offerings are matched in quality. The music
department was suitably noisy and excitable when we poked our head in and were treated to
an impromptu rehearsal of singing with actions for forthcoming musical production of A
Midsummer Night's Dream. Most pupils take up an instrument, many tackle two, and there's
a peripatetic for every imaginable option. Regular recitals, lively ensembles and athriving
composition culture, including pupilwritten scores for productions. A highlight is the year 8
finale, script, score and story entirely crafted by pupils, recently ‘I'm ayear 8, get me out of
here!” Plenty of scope for budding actors too, with productions that draw in almost the whole
school. Whether performing, directing or working backstage, pupils are encouraged to muck
in and make the show their own.

New head of co-curricular sitson SLT, giving prominence to avaried diet including street
dance, ballet, gymnastics, football (boys and girls'), tennis, climbing and paddle boarding.
‘It's great to see that there are boys doing ballet and gymnastics now, too,” observed one
parent, whilst others appreciated offerings such as chess tournaments and verse speaking
competitions. Trips and tours take pupils far and wide, building up from fairly local activity
residentials in year 3 to arugby tour to South Africaand MFL trip to Burgundy for older
pupils. Wraparound care *brilliant’, say parents. Pupils can be in school from 7.30 am to 5.30
pm and participate in clubs, play outside and enjoy ‘ great food — there are wraps, mini pizza,
chicken goujons, aways fruit and veg and separate bowls for children with allergies.’

Money matters

Mid-range feesin the local context; currently significantly lower than Habs', with parents
hoping this doesn’'t change under new ownership.

Thelast word

Kindness and acceptance are central to the ethos at Lochinver House, as summarised by one
parent: ‘ Children are known and seen.” Results, roundedness and stellar senior school offers
are the pinnacle of a highly bespoke education at this local treasure.



